
LUNCH & LEARN
JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2012

Wednesdays   Noon ~ 1:30 PM
You bring your lunch - coffee, tea & desert is on us!

JANUARY 4 ~ FILM:  THE JEWS OF NEW YORK with Rabbi Shpeen
This film profiles iconic Jewish individuals and institutions that became central to the general social, 
economic and cultural life of New York City from the earliest immigrants through today, from medicine to 
politics; from finance to Broadway; from real estate to retail, including a business that truly represents the 
quintessential 'flavor' of New York, the delicatessen.  Interviews with former NYC Mayor Ed Koch, Fiddler 
on the Roof writers Joseph Stein and Sheldon Harnick, three generations of the family behind the Lower 
East Side landmark Russ & Daughters Appetizers; and others, woven together with expert commentary, 
present a broad spectrum of Jewish life in New York to explore what one people did for a city, and what 
the city did for them.  Narrated by award winning actor, Tovah Feldush (Golda's Balcony)

**** To add to the spirit of the program, we are offering a deli lunch from Ben & Bill's for purchase today!
  (matzah ball soup, knish, salad, pickles -- see registration form below to order your lunch!!!!!

JANUARY 11 & 18; FEBRUARY 15 & 29 ~ FINDING THE FAITH TO COPE WITH LIFE with Rabbi Shpeen
Insights from Pirke Avot, the Ethics of Our Sages

JANUARY 25 ~ FILM:  A CANTOR'S TALE with Cantor Groper
The tradition of Eastern European Jewish cantorial music is alive and well in modern America in no small 
part thanks to the efforts of Brooklyn-born Cantor Jacob Mendelson.  "Jackie," as he is affectionately called 
by everyone, explores the American roots of "hazzanut" (Jewish liturgical music) while taking us on a 
musical voyage that spans the Atlantic, originating in his birthplace of Boro Park, Brooklyn and reaching 
all the way to Jerusalem.  This feature-length documenatry provides a nostalgic journey through family, 
neighborhood and tradition.

FEBRUARY 1 ~ LEGENDARY VOICES:  CANTORS OF YESTERYEAR with Cantor Groper
Cantor Jack Mendelson takes us on a journey to a time when cantors were like movie stars in their 
communities. Jews would go to synagogue to hear the great cantors, just as others would go to the opera 
or movie-houses just to see the giants of the day. With the advent of sound motion pictures, Jewish 
audiences of the Thirties demanded to see and hear the great cantors of their day.  In this unique 
compilation of cantorial greats, with Jack Mendelson's introductions, we are treated to memorable film 
recordings of  outstanding voices of Hershman, Roitman, Katchko, Malavsky, Shlisky, Waldman, Oysher 
and Rosenblatt.  

FEBRUARY 8 ~ LOGICAL LITURGY with Cantor Groper
Join Cantor Groper for an exploration of traditional Jewish liturgical texts.  Translations will be 
provided -- no Hebrew skills necessary!

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Lunch & Learn  - Deli Lunch Order for January 4 -- RSVP by January 3

Name:___________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________________________________E-mail:_________________________________________

    Cost:  $10/person - Beth Emeth member/ $15 for non-member

Send payment to:  Congregation Beth Emeth; 100 Academy Rd; Albany, NY 12208
Questions?  Call Debbie Sokoler at 432-1392/dsokoler@bethemethalbany.org 


